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1. SUMMARY. AUTHORITIES ARE BEGINNING TO HARASS MOSCOW NON- 
CONFORMIST ARTISTS IN CONNECTION WITH PLANNED OUTDOOR ART SHOW 
IN LENINGRAD. TOUGH ARTICLE WHICH DEPICTS ARTISTS AS ALLIES OF 
"IDEOLOGICAL ENEMIES'" APPEARED IN MOSCOW PARTY PAPER. AUTHORITIES 
MAY FEEL TIME IS RIPE TO FURTHER DISPERSE ARTISTS' GROUP, WITH 
MINIMUM OF DAMAGE TO SOVIET IMAGE. ARTISTS' OPINIONS ON FURTHER 
STEPS VARY, WITH SOME IN FAVOR OF CHALLENGING REGIME, OTHERS 
ADVOCATING RESTRAINT. ANOTHER CONFRONTATION BETWEEN ARTISTS AND 
REGIME IS POSSIBLE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO SEVERAL MOSCOW SOURCES, SOVIET AUTHORITIES ARE 
BEGINNING TO APPLY PRESSURE TO NONCONFORMISTS ARTIST IN 
CONNECTION WITH THEIR OUTDOOR ART EXHIBIT IN LENINGRAD PLANNED 
FOR MAY 24-25 (REFTEL PARA 5). ONE OF ARTISTS' GROUPS LEADERS, 

OSKAR RABIN.TOLD EMBOFF MAY 19 THAT OVER WEEKEND HE HAD BEEN 
CALLED INTO MILITIA OFFICE WHERE "KGB MAN" HAD WARNED HIM AND 
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HIS CLI ,F, AGUES TO DROP PLANS TO EXHIBIT IN LENINGRAD. RABIN SAID 
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HIS SON HAD ALSO RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM UNIDENTIFIED MAN WHO 
THREATENED TO "KILL HIM" IF HE TRAVELLED TO LENINGRAD. RABIN 
SAID OTHER MOSCOW UNOFFICIAL ARTISTS WERE ALSO BEING CALLED IN 
AND THREATENED BY "KGB." HE STATED THAT GROUP OF ARTISTS INVOLVED 
IN SETTING UP LENINGRAD EXHIBIT WOULD COME TO MOSCOW IN NEXT FEW 
DAYS AND THAT GENERAL MEETING OF ARTISTS WOULD BE HELD TO DECIDE 
WHETHER TO GO ON WITH SHOW AS PLANNED. RABINS'S OPINION WAS THAT 
IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO HOLD EXHIBIT IN SUCH AN ATMOSPHERE AND 
THAT ARTISTS WOULD PROBABLY DECIDE TO CANCEL IT UNTIL CONDITIONS 
WERE "MORE NORMAL." 

3. COINCIDING WITH AUTHORITIES’ HARASSMENT OF ARTISTS WAS LONG. 
TOUGH ARTICLE ON MAY 17 MOSKOVSKAYA PARAVDA REVIEWING NON- 
CONFORMIST ART EXHIBIT AT BEEKEEPING PAVILION LAST FEBRUARY. 

ARTICLE ENTITLED "THERE IS NO THIRD WAY," ATTACKS "AVANTGARDE" 
ARTISTS FOR ANTI-SOCIAL. ANTI-HUMAN, ANTI-MAXIST CONTENT OF 
THEIR PICTURES AND PUTS SUCH ARTS SHOWS IN POLITICAL CONTEXT OF 
"STRUGGLE OF TWO IDEOLOGIES, COMMUNIST AND BOURGEOIS." ARTISTS 
ARE DEPICTED AS "CHARLATANS" ADVERTISING THEMSELVES AS "UNRECOG- 
NIZED GENIUSES" TO WEST, WHERE BOURGEOIS PROPAGANDISTS ARE 
TRYING TO FIND WAYS OF UNDERMINING SOVIET IDEOLOGY. AS PROOF OF 
COLLUSION BETWEEN ARTISTS AND WESTERN IDEOLOGICAL ENEMIES, ARTICLE 
NOTES SUPPORT FOR NON-CONFORMIST ARTISTS BY WESTERN DIPLOMATS 
AND JOURNALISTS. IN THREATENING TONE, ARTICLE STATES THAT THERE 

IS NO THIRD WAY (I.E., MIDDLE GROUND) BETWEEN MARXIST AND 
BOURGEOIS IDELOGY AND DECLARES THAT ART EXHIBITS WHICH PROMOTE 
"HOSTILE IDEOLOGY" ARE NOT NECESSARY. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THERE WERE FEW WARNINGS THAT AUTHORITIES 
WOULD APPLY SUCH PRESSURE TO NON-CONFORMIST ARTISTS, IT SEEMS 
THAT DECISION HAS FINALLY BEEN TAKEN TO STOP TREATING THEM WITH 
WITH KID GLOVES. ONE ELEMENT IN AUTHORITIES’ DECISION MAY BE 
FACT THAT ARTISTS’ GROUP ITSELF IS DIVIDED, WITH SOME ADVOCATING 
MORE.SOME LESS, ACTIVITY. AUTHORITIES MAY FEEL TIME IS RIPE TO 
SPLIT THEM FURTHER BY SCARE TACTICS. ANOTHER FACTOR, IN LINE 
WITH VIEW OF SOME POLITICAL DISSIDENTS (REFTEL PARA 4), MAY BE 
THAT SECURITY OFFICIALS FEEL THEY CAN NOW GET AWAY WITH 
TOUGHER INTERNAL POLICIES WITHOUT DOING COUNTRY'S IMAGE TOO MUCH 
PERMANENT DAMAGE IN WEST. SINCE OPINIONS VARY AMOUNG ARTISTS AS 
TO WHETHER THEY SHOULD BE FORECEFUL OR PATIENT WHEN FACED WITH 
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REGIME PRESSURE, POSSIBILITY OF NASTY CONFRONTATION, PERHAPS 
AS EARLY AS NEXT WEEK IN LENINGRAD, CONTINUES TO EXIST. 
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